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President’s Message and Farewell from Diane White - August 2015
So the time has finally come to say
goodbye to everyone who has been such a
big part of my life over the past fifteen years.
I can’t believe it’s been that long, but it has.
Having joined the Raymond Historical
Society during the completion of my
Master’s thesis in 2000, at the insistence of
my dear friends Caroline Severance and
Edith Hammond (may they rest in peace), I
took over as president via election in 2001 to
complete the term of Mona Stevens (may
she rest in peace). So there’s a lot of water
under this bridge.
Although I had planned on being
more explicit by listing all of the projects
we’ve completed (the roofs, the painting, the
granite fencing), all of the events we’ve
hosted (the town Monument rededication,
the 4th of July parades, the 250th
celebration), all of the renovations (the
landscaping, the jail restoration, the
memorial bricks) and all of the fundraisers
we’ve done (the Abigail’s Attic Sales, the
Spaghetti Dinners, the Pancake Breakfasts,
the Finley Foundation Membership drive), all
of the changes we’ve made, all of the
successes, and yes, some failures, there
were just too many for me to remember
them all. So if I can’t name them ALL
(although I DID try reviewing all those
newsletters poor Joyce had to put together)
and I can’t thank each and every one of
those all-important Volunteers, I’ll just have
to be satisfied with saying “Thank You” to
everyone who has ever been involved with
the Raymond Historical Society, in any
manner of service. I hope you’ll notice that I
use “WE” in everything I mentioned because
that’s how it has always been. Without the

“we”, nothing would be accomplished.
“Thank you” never seems to be enough, and
it isn’t said often enough, but it IS very
heartfelt.
In each of the prior years when
elections came around (and we kept trying
to make the years between these elections
longer and longer) it became tougher and
tougher to make a change. Even though
change is a good thing, people can only
volunteer so much of their time. There are
many good people who will continue to keep
this organization running (after all, it’s been
in existence for over forty-five years) and I
intend to be one of them. I know, especially
now that we have connected with some of
the folks in the North Conway Railway
Association, that we will finally make some
headway on the projects that are still
awaiting attention like the rolling stock that
we’ve been talking about repairing for about
ten years now. Unfortunately, there will
always be plenty of “projects” that need
addressing. And there will always be the
need for volunteers.
As I move into retirement, I hope to
be able to remain active and connected to
the Society, but I can no longer continue at
my previous pace, therefore I am resigning
as President and hoping that at this year’s
Harvest Supper in October there will be a
new slate of officers. I will continue to pay
my dues and look forward to seeing
everyone as often as we are all able!
See you in October and thanks to all for a
wonderful 15 years!
Diane

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

RECENT EVENTS
July 2015 TOWN
FAIR
Following one of Raymond’s most severe
winters in years, spring finally arrived and
Society members opened its season on April 12th
with the first organizational meeting of the year.
Despite problems with burst pipes in the
bathroom and the storage railroad car door in
disrepair, members began to collect donations
and store them for the Abigail’s Attic Sale held
during Town Fair weekend. Our thanks to Greg
Bemis for the use of his trailer for three months
to store attic sale items. Due to a lack of
manpower, it was decided to abbreviate the fair
by one day, beginning Friday instead of
Thursday. Members stepped up to the plate to
provide coverage for all three days, while Marge
Desjardins manned the kitchen serving hot dogs,
sodas, root beer floats, home-baked brownie and
ice cream sundaes, and strawberry shortcake with
fresh picked berries, real biscuits, and whipped
cream! Proceeds of the town fair were close to
$4,000!
TIME CAPSULE
The 250th Anniversary Time Capsule was buried
in the Main Street garden at the Depot with an
engraved brick placed over the spot. For those
who are around in 2039, it will be fun to uncover
it! The Society has acquired one of each of the
250th souvenirs for display in its museum and
there are still some items for sale.
THANK YOU
During the town celebration in 2014, Pastor Ken
Bosse and the Men’s Group of the New Life
Church had offered to restore the old town jail
(setting it on a permanent foundation), along
with furbishing Raymond’s first fire hydrant
(from 1894, setting it on a cement pad), as well
as donating stocks placed near the Farm Museum
area as an attraction thus fulfilling the Society’s
mission to educate future generations about
happenings that took place 250 years ago.

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
The Society’s annual Pancake Breakfast was
held on Saturday, August 22. Kudos to Jonathan
Wood and his fine crew, as well as the
Boy Scouts of Troop 101. Katarina Vogel, Miss
Raymond 2015, and Maggie Paris, Junior Miss
Raymond 2015, were on hand to sell tickets for
the event. Nearly 100 people enjoyed strawberry,
plain, blueberry, or Red, White and Blue
pancakes (blueberry pancakes with strawberries
and whipped cream) with real maple syrup,
sausage, and juices. It was a good day all around,
boosting the Society’s treasury by over $500.
BOOK SELLS OVER
4,000 COPIES
“A Brief History of Raymond, New Hampshire”
authored by Paul Brown and several local writers
continues to be sold in town at the Society for
$19.99 and at: Pines Seafood Restaurant,
Raymond Town Office, Tuckaway Tavern, and
Radio Grove Hardware. Last spring,
communication from the History Press in
Charleston, South Carolina (the book publisher)
to the author indicated that over 4,000 copies of
the publication had been sold nation-wide and
the book is still available at Costco.
HOUSE SIGNS
Handmade wooden house signs, indicating the
date the structure was built, are still available
through the Society at a cost of $15.00. Different
styles can be viewed by visiting the Society’s
website at www.raymondhistoricalsociety.org
where there is an order form. The signs, cut and
sanded by the high school wood-working class
students, are painted white and the numbers in
black are done by a local calligraphist. Instead of
the year the house was built, some have ordered
signs to show their house number.

HISTORIC SIGN
PLACEMENT
A recent discussion was held by officers and
board of directors relative to the historic sign
given to the Society some years ago by the
Congregational Church. The sign was removed
from the west wall during the re-painting of the
structure. Interest by a larger group of people in
town led to the idea of positioning the renewed
sign near Main Street (along the Rail Trail) to
acquaint those traveling through Raymond with
information about the downtown area. Work on
the project will begin immediately with the hope
that it can be completed before the snow flies.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
The Society will sponsor a Chili
Cook-off and Bake
sale at the Depot on Saturday, September

26 from Noon until 3:00 p.m. Home cooked
desserts and bottled water will also be served.
It’s $5.00 to enter a pot of chili and the fee
includes a sample of all entries. Those wishing to
enter a pot of chili should contact Kathy
McDonald at macpark1@comcast.net or by
calling 895-6706. The Depot will be open at

10:00a.m. that day for those who wish to come
early and visit the museum.
The Society’s Annual Harvest Supper will be
held on Saturday, October 24th, in the social hall
at the Congregational Church of Raymond
beginning at 6:00 p.m. There is no cost for
admission. However, those wishing to attend are
asked to bring a dish to complement Joyce
Wood’s delicious turkey. Vegetables dishes,
coleslaw, bread/rolls, and desserts are needed. A
program will be presented following dinner
and the election of the officers will be held.
TREE LIGHTING ON
THE COMMON
December 13th is “Christmas on the
Common.” Tree lighting will be on the common.
Caroling, cookies, and hot chocolate will be at
the Depot following the tree lighting.
Ring It In Raymond: The Raymond Historical
Society will participate in the end of year
activities throughout the town on Thursday,
December 31st. More information will be
circulated when available.
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DUES REMINDER
Please mail them.
Make checks payable to the Raymond Historical Society, P. O. Box 94, Raymond NH 03077
NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE: _______________________________________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________
Please check one: Individual ___ Family _________________________________ (list names)
Dues have gone up and are $10.00 for an individual or $20.00 for a family.
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

CALENDAR
DATE

DAY

TIME

EVENT

Sept 26

Saturday

Noon – 3PM 2nd Ever Historical Society Chili Cook-off at the Depot: $5
to sample all chili. To register your chili entry, contact Kathy
McDonald at 895-6706 by September 23rd.

October 24

Saturday

6:00PM

Annual Harvest Supper at the Congregational Church. Bring
a dish that complements turkey or bring a dessert.

MORE EVENTS

October 1-4

Thurs- Sun

October 6

Tuesday

6:30PM

Rebecca Rule sponsored by the Friends of the Dudley Tucker
Library. At the REDC Building at 57 Main Street.

October 17

Saturday

7:15PM

Raymond Arts Variety Show at Raymond High School. $8
Adults; $ 5 children and seniors.

October 31

Saturday

5-7PM

Trick or Treat

6PM

December 13th is “Christmas on the Common.” Tree lighting
will be on the common. Caroling, cookies and hot chocolate
will be at the Depot following the tree lighting.

December 13 Sunday

December 31 Thursday

Deerfield Fair

“Ring It in Raymond 2016” - Watch local publications for
programs and schedule.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Tel. No.
VICE PRESIDENT: Diana DeBruyckere, 22 Jennifer Lane, Raymond, NH 03077

603-895-9777

SECRETARY: Joyce Wood, 11 Forest Road, Raymond, NH 03077
TREASURER: Marge Desjardins, P.O Box 61, Epping, NH 03042

603-895-1454
603-895-2770

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Vance Ryan, Main Street, Raymond, NH 03077
Sue Ege, Lane Road, Raymond, NH 03077
Jonathan Wood, 11 Forest Road, Raymond, NH 03077

603-895-3103
603-895-3317
603-895-1454

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this Society shall be to cultivate and encourage an interest in historical and antiquarian
research of Raymond and the vicinity, to collect and catalogue significant historical matter, antiquarian
items, and relics, to fund and maintain a museum where such collections shall be preserved and exhibited,
and to fund projects that meet at least two of the following criteria as allowed by a vote of members:
1. For historical purposes
2. For educational purposes
3. To promote interest in the Raymond Historical Society
We will maintain all presently owned property and any properties that may be acquired in the future in a
manner that is creditable to the town, serving as a resource to the town government whenever necessary
and cooperating with the schools, library, and other local organizations in developing educational
programs involving Raymond's history.

